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MAY thexz, fom HOLDENBY, 


To the L, o x v s and Counoxs in the 
Parliament of ENGLAND, Afſemblecd at 
WESTMINSTER, 


And the Commiſhoners of the Parliament of 
SCOTLAND, With his Anſwer 
to the Propolitions. 
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His Martsr1zs moſt gracious Meſſage 


.*,,from-HoLDEBNBY, May 12, 1647+ - 


gs S thedaily expearion ofthe comming ofthe 
Sa Propofitions hath made his Majeſty this long 
= AG rite to forbear piyitg His Anſrer unto them, 
© Jo 'the appeirance of their ſending being no 
| & more forany thing he can hearegthen it was at 
his firſtcomming aeprmmoimary een that the Earle of, 
Lauderdale hath been at London'above thele 19 Yayes (whoſe. 
notcomming was faid tobe the onely ftop)hath cauſed bis, 
Majeſty thus ro-anticipate their comming to him, and yet 
conſidering his Condition,that his Servants are denied ac- 
ceſle:to-himg.all'bur very few, and rhofe by appointment, 
not hivowneEleRtion, and that it is declared a crime for 
ary. but the Commiſſioners, or fuch who are particularly 
rmitet by themto converſe with his Majefſty,or that any 
!ters:ſhould be given to, or received from him, may hee 
not:truly fay, that he is not incaſe fir ro make Coons 
orgive:Anſwets, fincehe is not Maſter of thoſe ordinary 
Adions which are the undoubted Rights of any free-borne. 
man, :how meane ſocver his birth be ? And certainly hee / 
wauld'ſtill beſilent as ro this ſubjeR, untill bis Condition 
werequich mended; did he not prefer ſuch a right under- 
ſtanding betwixt'Him and his Parliaments of both King- 
doames,which may make a firmeand laſting Peace in all His 
Dominions, before any particular of his.own or any earth- 
ly bleffing, and 'rherefore His Mjeſty hath diligently. 1g-, 
ployed kis utmoſR'indeavours for - ivers months paſt,fo to 
2 in« 


| (2) 
informe His Underftanding, and fatisfie His Conſcience 


that be might be able to give ſuch Anſiverstothe Propofiti- | 


Ons,as would be moſt p. nope to His Parliaments; but he 
ingeniouſly-prof ſſes, that notwith ftznding all the paines 
that He hathrtaken therein, the nature of ſome of them ap- 
peares ftclt unto hing,that without diſclaiming that Regſon 
which God hath giver. him to judge by forthe good of him 
and His People, and without patting the greatcft viclence 
upon His own Conſcience, He cannot give His conſent to 
all of them, yet His Majeſty (that, it may.appeare to all the 
World how defirous He is. to.give full. farisfz&tion): hath 
chovghe fit hereby to expreſle His readinefk to grant what 
he may,and His willingneſle to receive from them,and that 
perſonally .if His two Hquſes at Fe*minſter ſhallbapprove 
thereof, ſuch further -Information-in. the reft; as may beſt 


convince his judgment, and fatisfie thoſe doubts whichare 
not yet clecrunto himzdeſiring them alſo to conſider that if 


His Majeſty intended to winde himfe'fe out of theſe trou- 


bies by indire@ meancs, were it noteaſic for him gow :rea- 


dilyto conſent ro what hath or ſhalbe propoſed unto him, 
and afterwards chuſe his time. to bre: ke. all, 


imes in 'Y kinde are nobthe guides.of his Majefties'aRi- 
ons, for Nie 

full for any man,and moſt baſe in a King,to recede from his 
promiſes for having been abtained by force or under res. 


faint 3 wherefore his Majeſty.not only rejeRing thoſearts - 


which he cſteemcs unworthy of him, buc even paſſing by 
that which he might well infiſtuponas point of honour,in 
reſpe&of his preſent condition, thus anſwers the firſt Pros 


poſition. That upon his Majefties comming to London, he 
will heartily joyne in all that ſhall concernethe honourof + 
his two Kingdomes or the Aſſembly of the States of (8cor- + 
| ” ih _ land, *. 


alkedging, that- 
forc't conceſſions are not to bekept,furely be might,and nor 
incurrea hard cenſure from ſome indifferent men?But max+- 


freely and cleerly avows,that he holds itunlaw- + 
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land, dr of the Cotnmiſſioners a Deputics ofcither King- 
dome; particularly in rhoſe things which aredefired inthat 
Propolition;zupon confidence,thar all of them reſpeRuvely 
with the ſame tendernefle will looke upon thoſe things 
which concerne his Majeſties honour... 
-'Inapſwerto all the Propoſitions concerning Religion, 
His Majeſtic propoſeth, that he will confirme the Presbyte- 
rial Government, the Aſſembly of Divines at Peſtminſter, 
1 ard the DireForie,for three yeares,being the time ſet downe 
| by thetwo Houſes, fo that His Majeſtic & HY is Houſehold 
| beinothindred from that form of Gods Szrvice, which they 
1 formerly had: And 41fo,that a free conſultation and debate 
be had with the Divines at Feflminfter(twentie of his Maje- 
ſties nomination being added unto them.) whereby ir may 
be derermined by his Majeſtic and the two Houſes, how-the 
Church ſhall begoverned after the ſaid three yeares,or ſoo- 
$ ner, if differences may be agreed. Touching the Covenant, 
J his Majeſty is not yet therein ſarisfied,and deſires to reſpite 
| His iparticular Abfwvcr thercumo , uncill His comming to 


{| Z47rdongbeeauſt ir being a matter of Conſcience,he cannor 


givea reſolution thereid, till he'may be aſſiſted with the ad- 
vice of ſome of his own Chaplains,which-hath hitherto bin. 
denyed Him,and fuch other Divines as ſhalbe moR proper: 

1 to inſorme Him therein; and then. He will make cleartyap-: 
peare, both fis zcale to the Proteſtant profeſſion, and the - 
Union of thoſe two Kingdomes, which he conceives to be 
the main drift of this Covenant. To the 7 and 8 Propofiti- 
onghis Majeſtiewill conſent: To the 9 his Majeſtic deubrs 
not but to give good fatisfation,when he ſhalbe parricular-« 
Pl informed how the ſaid penalties ſhalbe levied and diſpoe 
ed of. To the 10 his Majefties Anſwer is, That he hath bin 
alwaies ready to prevent the praQices of Papiſts,&therfore 
is conter.t to paſſe an'AR of Parliament forthat purpoſe ; 
and:alfo,that the Lawes againſt them be duly executed. His 
A 3 Majes; - 


Majeſty will give His conſent fothe AQ for thedueoblers: 


| Monarchy inthis Kingdow,that. 
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vation of the Lords Day, for the ſuppreſſing of Innayath+ 
ons, and thofe coticerning the Preaching of Gods Word; 
and touching Non-Reſidence andÞluralities, and his Maje- | 
Kiewill yeeld to ſuch AR or AQs as ſhall be requiſite to 
rayſe moneys for Fi Paynent and. ſatisfying all publique 
Debrs,expeQing alſo that his will be therein included, Ag 
to the Propoſition touching the Militia,though his Maje- 
ſy cannot conſent unto it is termins as it.is propoſed, be- 


cauſe thereby he raked oi holly parts with thepewer 


of the Swotd entruſted to im by God and the Laws ofthe! 
Land forthe prote&1on and Government of his people; 
thereby at once diveſting himſelf,and diſ-ioheriting his Po- iN 
ſterity of that right and Prefogarlye of the, Crowne which: 


isabfolutely necefliry tor i Kingln:Difkce.ppdfo weaken 


ittle more then the name” 
and ſhadow of itwill remain : yetif it beonly ſecurity for” 


the preſervation ofthe peace of the Kingdome afiergheiuns! 


happy troubles, and thedue performance of all, the ;agrees\ 
won. which are now to be concluded: (which, is Jeloed % 
which his Majefty alwayes anderfioodto be-the caſe, and: 
hopes that berein he is not miſtakep, his Majeſty will give 
aboundant ſatisfi&tion,to whichend he is willing by A& of 
Parliament, That thewhole power of the;Miylitia, both by 
Seaand Land for the ſpace © f tenne yeares, bee:in the hands” 
of ſuch perſons as the two Houſes ſhall nominate, giving / 
them power during the ſaid terme to change the ſaid per- 
ſons,and ſubſtitute others in their places at pleaſure;and af- - Þ. 
rerwards to return to the proper channell againe, as it-was : [© 
inthe times of Queene EHiFaberh and King lames of bleſſed 
memory. And now his Majeſty conjures his two Houſes of: 
Parliamenr,as they are Engliſhmen and. lovers of Peace;b 
the duty they owe to His Majelly their, King, and by the | 
bowels of compaſfion they have to their tellow Snbjeas; * 
| that 
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wil zccept of as tte fer, wlierel 
[Llndwes of Peacemay be teffored tb'this tang 
gdowehis Majefty will grant the liketo rhe Kingdome 
of Scorland, if it be defired, and toagree to all things thar 
are propounded touching the conſerving of peace berwixt 
the two Kingdomes. _ _ 
© Touching treland, other things beivg agreed, His Maje- 
ftie will give fatisfaRion therein, Astothe mutuall Decla- 
rations propoſed to be eſtablifhed in both Kingdomes by 
AR of Parliament, And the Modifications,Qualifications, 
#id Branches which follow'in'the' Propolitions, His Ma- 
jeſtie onely profeſſes,; that He doth nor ſufficicntly pnder- 
ſtand, nor 1s able to reconcile many things contained in 
them z but this He well knoweth, That a generall A&of 
Oblivion'is thebeKBondof Peate : andthat after inteſtine 
Hy nero ro beligee of rfis and other Kingdames, hath 
fully and happily in 21! Ag& granted” generall Pardons, 
whe by the numerbus'diſcontentments of many Perſons 
nd Familics,,. otherwiſe expoſed to ruine, might nor be- 
pity Fuell to rei Biſorders, or Seedes to future Troy- 
bles: His Majcftie therefote Yefirts,thathls tio Houſes of 
Parliatrient would ſeriouſly deſcend into theſe conkigerati- 
ons,and likewiſe terderly looke upon his Conditjon here- 
in,and the perpetualFdiſhonour that muſt cleave to Him, if 
He ſhall thus ab»ndon ſq many.perſons of Condition and 
Forture, that bave ingaged themſclves-with and for Him, 
out of a ſenſe of Dutie,ard propounds asa.yeryacceptible 


\ teftimonieof their affeion.to him, That a generall Act of 


Oblivion and free Pardon! be :forthwith- paſſed by AR of 


| Parjiament, Touching the now great Seale, His Majeſtie is 


very willing to confirm- both jt and all the Ads done by 
vertue thereof untill this preſeht time , ſo thar it be nut 
thereby prefſed to make void thoſe As of his,done by ver- 
tue of his great Seale,which in honour and juſtice he a =. 
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| liged to maintaine PETR YA © future Gpwerntment thetes-” 
of may be in His Majeſtic, according to thedlle.conrie; 
Law, Concerning the Officers mentioned in theng, Artie! 
His Majeſtic when he ſhall come to YVeftmriſflermull | catly 
fie his Parliament all that poſſibly he m2y,vithouts dioy: 
: ingthe alterations which are neccf{arie for the Cigwn, He 
Majeſtic will » illingly conſent tothe Act, for. the contie- 
mation of .the Ptiviledges and Cuſtomes-of the Cixie of 
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X . London, and all that is mentioned in the Propolitions for | 
{6 their particular advantage. And now that his Majeſtie hath Þ 
| | thus tar indeavoured to comply with the deſires of histwo } 

, Honſes of Parliament, to the end that this agreement may: 

| [ be firme- and Jaſting, without the lealt face or queſtion.of 


reſtraint.to blemiſh the ſame, his Majeſtie carneſtly deſires, . 
Preſently to be admitted to his Parliament at; /Vej#minfler, 
with that Honour Wars is due to. their Soveraigne, there 
ſolemnly to confirme the ſame,and legally to. paſſe. the Ads, 
before mentioned, and to give and receive as well ſatise _ 
faQion in all the icmaining-.pagticulary, as likewiſe ſuch. -þ 
other pledges of mutgall love,truſt,and confidence,as ſhall. 
moſtconcerhne t d of him and his people: upon.which; | 
co agreement, his Majeſtic will diſpatch his Diretions; | 
to the Prince his Sonne,to returne immediately to hiny,and. 
will undertake for his readie obedience thereunto, 


For the Speaker of the L'rd1 Houſe (pro 
cempore)# be communicated to the Lords 
and Commons in the Parliament of England bas: 
at Weſtminſter, ard the Commuſſioners of + 
the Parliament of Seotland. 11 011EFS 
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